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_— oe By Any Other Name ? 


There are no surely saleable novels here- but reputations will help to carry these 
along. The new J. B. Priestley LOW NOTES ON A HIGH LEVEL (Harber) may not sound as 
funny to American ears; H.F.M. Prescott's THE UNHURRYING CHASE (Macmillan) is a 
sertous sfirttual story of the 12th century far above the level of popular historical 
fiction; Phil Stong's BLIZZARD (Doubleday) is however strictly for entertainment. 

See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


March 5 


du Gard, Roger Martin Viking 
THE POSTMAN $3.00 


On his appointed rounds of the small French village Maupeyrou is Joigneau 
whose mailbag makes him privy to all of the little secrets of the natives there, and 
who honors the town's correspondence with a surveillance which brings him power and 
sometimes profit. With Joigneau, and in close and unforgiving detail, you will meet 
Monsieur Ennberg, the schoolmaster who is unequal to his ideals; the cure, Abbe Verne, 
in refuge from the parishioners he cannot save; rich Mme. Massot who lives like a 
pauper; the stationmaster who is due to retire but has no place to go; the cafe pro- 
prietor, the midwife, the Mayor who buys his information about his electorate through 
Joigneau, etc. etc..... By the author of the Thibaults, this peering, prying sketch 
of village life was published some twenty years ago- and it is exemplary if only as 
a study in malice and cynicism, but there is certainly little here to attract an 
American audience. (LC: 55-5866) 


March 14 


Schisgall, Oscar Prentice-Hall 
THE BIG STORE $3.00 


An occupational novel contrasts new ways with old, proves that bigger busi- 
ness is not necessarily better for all concerned when Paul Blaze is imported to make 
some changes as general manager of the Selby Department Store. A family-owned store, 
Selby's has not grown with the times, but Conrad Selby, an elderly man of considerable 
dignity and integrity, is reluctant to go along with many of the suggestions made by 
Blaze to boost sales and which threaten not only traditions but some of the personnel 
in the store. Blaze, a young man of considerable personal incentive which sometimes 
blurs the human values involved, proves his point but also learns a lesson and Patrice, 
Selby's daughter, helps to drive it home.... Certainly not for the higher echelons of 
Executive Suite, this is ready-to-wear to be retailed at a rental level. (LC: 55-5857) 
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March 25 
Gallagher, Thomas Random House q 
THE MONOGAMIST $3.50 4 
A geography of marriage, this routes John Wisher, 52, when he goes against the q 
current of his established life, to a dead end, literally. Maggie, his wife, is 60, grow- | 


ing deaf and caring less about her appearance but never less in her love for John and their 
three children, Jenny, Oona and Mike, and she is alert to John's mounting interest in Mer- 
cedes Cost, a young girl who has rented space over John's garage for piano practice. John 
is at first protective, desiring only to be near her; Mercedes, too, is innocently enjoying 
his shy and reticent friendship; their constant association brings new discoveries and a 
deeper attachment. John's explosive energy is attacked at home, by the men at the garage, 
and his wish to prove his own moral muscles brings guilt when he would be kind to Maggie, 
who, in turn, stands in the way when he would be kind to Mercedes. A shaming episode in 

a hotel, an accident to his ankle and a sudden, fatal heart attack write finis to an affair 
which had made John live again and which had also left its mark on his family. The hidden 
potential of love, rather than lust, the cracking of habitual emotions and the strains and 
stresses of a marital situation here receive a sincere - and awkward - handling. Doubtful 
acceptance by Catholics. (LC: 55-6654) 


Marekh-27 tl ia 


Krepps, Robert Macmillan 
TELL IT ON THE DRUMS $3.00 


A blunt and often brutal adventure returns to the 1880's when Kimberley, South 
Africa, was not much more than a diggers' camp, and where four men have taken a quarter 
of a million pounds in diamonds from Cecil Rhodes, and Barney, involved in the shooting ; 
which follows, is a less guilty fifth. Denis is a former thief who had broken out of r 
Dartmoor; Edgar a veterinary escaping the drudging routine of marriage; Coenraad the Boer 
is a bull of a man, only looking for women; and Adam, their leader, has not only an im- 
placable hatred of Rhodes but a great formless dream of vengeance. As they travel north, 
the native drums precede them and track their steps; Barney has a second chance, through 
a hunter and his woman; but the others, as thieves, fall out- and death is a quick answer 
to greed and lust and finally to the justice which is overdue... Relentless but unremitting. 


April 4 


Young, George Coward-McCann 
THE MAN CALLED LENZ $3.00 








The search for Lenz, a terrorist, in Palestine just before it achieves its new 
nationality becomes rabid and relentless as Bill Pickering and his assistant, John Gray, 
of the District Investigation Branch become obsessed by the man who eludes them. A police 
station is dynamited and destroyed along with eight lives, and Gray, new and a little naive 
in this work, is responsible for the death of their informer. In the reciprocal raids 
which follow, Pickering is injured and a changed man to the point where Helen, his wife, 
can no longer take their marriage. And finally, with Pickering's death, Gray goes on alone 







to get Lenz at a costly price... Deadly, but never dull, this feeds on violence from which 
it also takes much of its impetus. (LC: 55-6514) 
April 7 1. 
Cookson, Catherine Macmillan 
A GRAND MAN $2.75 
And a "lovely man" is Mary Ann Shaughnessy's "da" and the admiration and love a 





in which she bathes him create the answers to her prayers. Housed in the poverty of Mul- 
hattan's Hall (a Tyneside tenement), her family is slowly being beaten down by her da's 
drinking (Mary Ann stoutly says he is "sick") which in turn leads to public disgrace and 
a threat to his earning power. But Mary Ann's talks with The Holy Family, her confessions 
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to Father Owen, her spite against her venemous grandmother, all lead to her heart's 
desire, which is the solution for the "sickness", a cottage and work on a farm. But 
not before there has been the shock of her brother's attempted suicide, her mother's 
desperate decision to break up the family and the jibes of her arch enemy, Sarah 
Flannagan, to test the eight year old's loyalty - and make believe. Her defiance and 
sincerity of belief win wealthy, old Mr. Lord's support and the chance for all of them. 
A kindly, comfortable tale, this does not however descend into vapid unreality; it 
maintains an honest appraisal of slum life, vigorous if downtrodden. A Catholic 
market definitely but not necessarily limited. 


April 7 


Bonnet, Theodore Doubleday 
DUTCH $3.95 


A hearty chronicle of the fortunes which attend a tavern in the town of Llagas, 
California, begins in 1947 when a painting behind the bar owned and operated by Dan 
McClatchy proves to be a Rembrandt, brings him celebrity and the promise of much money. 
McClatchy, a simple man of no taste, acquires a fondness for the picture he tags Dutch 
and remodels the Traveler's Rest into the Lost Dutchman Tavern where it will hang- and 
lend prestige. The tavern, an expensive operation, does not justify McClatchy's dreams 
of glory- but other chance circumstances attract a passing notoriety. Arline, his 
daughter, is involved in a policeman's shooting- and later the suicide of a prominent 
family's son- after frequenting the tavern and one of its waitresses- brings on a suit 
to revoke McClatchy's liquor license which broadens into an extensive smear. At its 
termination, McClatchy says goodbye to his tavern but not his picture, moves on to a 
San Francisco hotel where Dutch is hired- along with his services... Humble people and 
the quirks of destiny, this is by no means similar in character to the earlier The 
Mudlark, but has its moments of genial sentiment and sadness. (LC: 54-8918) 


Neill, Robert Doubleday pew 
BLACK WILLIAM $3.50 9 5 


Rebel Heiress, Traitor'’s Moon and The Elegant Witch showed this author's con- 
vincing way with history, politics and religion and this latest works the vein further. 
The time is 1714; the setting, the Newcastle area of England; the plot is backgrounded 
by an attempted uprising for the Pretender, James Stuart. Mally Lawley incurs her 
aunt's displeasure in London and is sent to her uncle John, in the care of her aunt's 
husband's brother, Black William. John and his cronies are Highflyers, deep in trea- 
sonable plans for James’ return; they are also most unfriendly to Black William, who, 
ready to help Mally, warns her of the danger Uncle John is incurring. More trouble 
brews with the arrival of Captain Marriott, now traveling as Colonel Storm, with orders 
for more active participation and Mally, who had lost her heart to him in London, faces 
loyalty or love. But William's prescience - and ability to manipulate events, prove 
Marriott-Storm more devoted to his king across the water than Mally and show Mally a 
safer - and happier - future with his son Richard. Romantic adventuring that is 
sturdier than most. (LC: 55-5592) 


Stong, Phil Doubleday 
BLIZZARD $3.50 


Take one portion of John O'Hara's The Farmers Hotel and blend it with three 
portions of State Fair, bring the time up to date and set your story in an Iowa bliz- 
zard, and this is your dish. Everyone caught in the refuge of Jim Mercer's gadget 
equipped farmhouse had a reason for wanting to be somewhere else. There was a one-time 
veterinarian who had gone into politics and was heading, along with his daughter and 
his publicity director and prospective son-in-law, for a meeting where his candidacy 
for the U.S. Senate would be assured. There was an orphan of the storm, beautiful but 
bad, whose goal was changed twice during the stormbound week-end. And there were the 
enemy neighbors, whose presence resulted in the old man's determination to accept no 
favors, even the housing of his strayed cattle. And finally, there was Celia, grand- 
daughter of old Jim Mercer, whose plans were New York and a musical career since the 
neighbor's son no longer wanted her. It's all kept very clean, and the finale, when the 
plough digs them out is heartwarming and satisfactorily suspected. A pleasant timepasser. 


(LC: 55-7007 ) 
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April 15 





Lewisohn, Ludwig Farrar, Straus & Young 
IN A SUMMER SEASON $3.50 * 


The desultory, derelict world of "mid-century people- not bound by morals but 
by small conventions" is examined and found wanting through Felix Thorne, a fairly suc- 
cessful suburbanite. His marriage to Eugenia is empty and childless- and even the cat 
Gumdrop does not seem to make it adhere. And so with "no earth under our feet, no heaven 
over our heads” he looks for happiness with Monica- who has not the courage to leave her 
husband. Muriel, one of his clients, offers him physical passion; so does Eve, an in- 
satiable type; he comes home to find that Eugenia has walked out on him-- and he goes on 
to find his answers elsewhere... For Felix Thorne, this summer is certainly a season of 
discontent; for Lewisohn, an opportunity to inventory lives in terms of sententious 
soul-searching and spurious sex. (LC: 55-5748) 


Fereva, Anton Putnam 
THE YEAR OF AUGUST $3.5 


A first novel has some sultry sequences along with a certain vitality which is 
concentrated on the natives of Talon, a California cannery town. Chris Lord, who wants 
many of the things money can't buy, also hopes to blot out the past in which his mother 
was a servant for the Talons- and the present where she has involved him by two Portuguese 
marriages in the slovenly section of the town. His own marriage to Lillian will help to 
safeguard him socially- but the return to town of Sally Talon to sell the old Talon home- 
place gives him a new incentive, although others are quicker to recognize that it is Sally 
that he wants along with her house. Sally, who is capricious and perverse, tantalizes 
him with the promises she will never keep, and finally runs out on him, while Lillian- who 
has already tried to show her love for Chris by slashing her arm- finally proves the mean- 3 
ingless of life without him by taking hers... A man's desires and a woman's whims key the 
instability of the emotional metabolism here- and the personal despair to which it leads. 
(Public libraries may want to chaperone the shelves.) (LC: 55-5663) 


Partridge, Bellamy Random House 
THE AINSLEY CASE $3.50 


An Ontario County murder case, known to the author's father, is reviewed here 
in all its small town (Phelps, New York) trimmings. Beautiful, young Zelda Price marries 
aging widower Martin Ainsley and proves to be an exemplary wife until Curly, who has a bad 
reputation with women, comes to work as their hired man. Infatuated, she runs away with 
him but hurries home, to Mr. Partridge, when Curly confesses he has killed her husband. 
With the town already linking her to the killing, she is ostracized; Mr. Partridge's legal 
maneuvers keep her out of the district attorney's strategy and prove her innocent and a 
legal heiress. Then comes rehabilitation with always the fear of Curly's return; she has 
a mentai collapse and Dr. Hemingway, a follower of Breuer and Freud, works in a new way; 
Europe adds to the cure, but at the village's centennial Curly is caught, tried and condemned. 
He escapes, threatens Zelda and is caught again - to be hanged - and Dr. Hemingway is on his 
way to propose to Zelda. The tricks of this trade are - the local background, the machinery 
of trial, prosecution and defense, the embryonic psychological approaches - and the overall 
presentation of crime - and social mores - for a period pastiche. Homegrown but hardy. 


(LC: 55-5807 ) 









April 18 


Mankowitz, Wolf Dutton 
LAUGH TILL YOU CRY $2.50 @ 


The castaway who encounters another type of civilization is the springboard for 
young Rantz' life on the island of Ditt. A salesman of the family's joke products, Rantz 
wins immunity through the use of his products and lives to learn the mechanics of their 
society which is dependent on both rich and poor continuing to be so; on a complicated 
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social structure which forces men to feed on one another; and on a festered life which 
is pathologically mean, maliciously aggressive and sexually unsatisfactory. In at- 
tempting to explain his life at home to Kula, he finds it hard to prove his people's 
superior customs but when, in saving his precious store of "magic", he succumbs to the 
island's practices, "buys" his competitors, drives them off - Kula runs away. When he 
accomplishes his last coup, he is deserted, driven by loneliness to the jungle, and 
from there to the new community that the dispossessed, now shorn of their old culture, 
have established and he helps to build a communal, free and uncomplicated settlement. . 
Accentuating an extreme, this comments, as "An Advertisement" (for the Rantz Joke 
Company whose by-line is "Laugh Till You Cry"), in detail against a world without a 
benevolent force, on marginal man, and offenses against nature and makes many a point 
with pseudo-sociological skill. To be illustrated by Heather Standring. It will not 
perhaps hold the market of his likable A Kid For Two Farthings. (LC: 54-11700) 


April 18 


Williams, Jay Little, Brown 
THE SIEGE $3.75 


The Albigensian Crusade of 1209, with the siege of Carcassonne as its cli- 
max, marks the waning of chivalry and knighthood and the coming of self knowledge for 
Joscelin Peirol, a twenty two year old for whom fighting is all. Knighted by Count 
Raymond, he comes to tourney at Belleperche and there wins two loved friends, Guy of 
Nissau and Amauric of Montjoie. The three stand together in the contests, stay on 
with Baron Gaston when quarreling breaks up the celebration and go with him, to join 
with France against the heretics. The campaign is butchery and burnings rather than 
knightly warfare; Beziers is sacked; Carcassonne withstands their attacks, Amauric 
is captured. Guy and Joscelin, in trying to rescue him, find he has joined the banned 
religion; Joscelin learns there is no hope for him with Gaston's daughter because of 
his base blood; Guy proposes the trap with which to force the surrender of the be- 
sieged town and his treachery sends Joscelin on a mission for the defeated overlord. 
Feudal duties and deeds - and detail - in abundance for a sober pacing of long past 


history. (LC: 55-6535) 
spri-19 £|\ 


Prescott, H.F.M. Macmillan 
THE UNHURRYING CHASE $3.50 


An earlier book than her memorable The Man on a Donkey is here reissued 
(for the first time in this country), and again the combination of story-telling, 
scholarship, and a mystical quality that gives the book stature beyond its story, 
make it a significant achievement. The setting this time is 12th century France, 
when the countryside was harried by petty feuds, forays and acquisitive lords, and 
dreaded mercenaries, who spared none in their path. Richard of Poitou, later Richard 
I of England, is among the most powerful and most acquisitive of the lords, and- in 
seizing a minor fief, Rifaucon, wins the enmity of its heir, young Ives, on the verge 
of knighthood at the hand of the old Count of Angouleme, Again and again, as Angou- 
leme- and later other lords- make peace with Richard, Yves is forced- he thinks- to 
change his loyalties to avoid serving Richard. Lower and lower he sinks in degrada- 
tion. Landless, he cannot receive his knighthood; his bitterness makes him fearless 
in making enemies; he does not even know love when he finds it and his romance with 
Audiart, as bitter for other cause than he, is checkered indeed. But dominant, 
despite his efforts to silence it, his conscience tells him he belongs to God. And 
at the end, a priest once encountered, meets him again, wins his confession, and 
gives him as penance back to the Richard he now knows he loves- not hates- with a 
Crusade as his pilgrimage of faith. Here we have a sort of reverse side of the 
“hound of heaven" in a story of the largeness of understanding and forgiveness. 
Not easy reading, but rewarding. 
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April 20-4 


Edelman, Maurice Lippincott & 
A DREAM OF TREASON $3.50 


A drama of the impasse in which Martin Lambert finds himself derives its tension 
from the whim of circumstance which crosses up an innocent man whose greatest guilt is per- 
haps the tendency to temporize with situations he should have controlled. Martin Lambert 
is in the Foreign Office where his career has been handicapped by the instability of his 
wife, Eleanore, after the death of their child. For a chance at a new post out of the 
country, he is asked by Brangwyn, the Foreign Secretary, and the Under-Secretary to turn 
over a British Cabinet Report to a French paper- and thereby shock the French out of their 
neutralism. While not “his line of country", Martin does so, but by the time the report 
is aired, it is the British who are shocked and treason is claimed. Brangwyn's death in 
a plane accident which also puts the Under-Secretary on the critical list leaves Martin 
with no defense. A visit with an old friend brings him the love of his daughter, Valerie, 
to ease the bitterness of his broken career and marriage- but in the end it is to Eleanore 
that he returns- and the sentence he must face.... Those who remember Who Goes Home (1953) 
can again expect a suave entertainment, softer in tone. (LC: 55-6292) 


Sheldon, Walt HAW WHO PA | AIS LA Y Lippincott 
THE -HEeH-eREMES §= fo | [5 / $3.50 


A police blotter for the record of Robert Cator, returned from Korea, and ready 
to lick the system that exists in Pacific City, California. The youngest and newest on 
the Detective Bureau, he is soon caught in the crossfire of the office war, and his naive 
belief that he can play it straight is knocked over. But Cator is stubborn; he hauls in 
the boss man's bully boys and is hauled up for a quick offer from the city's behind the 
scenes' head; he is eased out of the force but when the new Captain of Detectives is killed 
as he attempts :o catch payroll robbers on a tip off, his hunches are followed by the acting 
lieutenant. The thieves caught - and killed - Cator follows through, tears the “high crime” 
boys wide apart and takes his punishment in lead. Corruption within and inertia without, 
this cries the shame of cities stridently, melodramatically, and keeps its cop on the 
square with every tough and brutal trick. Punchy. (LC: 55-6297) 


Dunlap, Katharine Morrow 
TWICE THE NEW MOON $2.75 


-++- Shines on Chartraine, the old family estate of a modern Baron, with Second 
Empire notions, which sees him there each summer- along with his daughter Annick who has 
gratified him with four boys, and the younger Valerie whom he prefers to stay single and 
at his side. Other members of the family join him in his residence there; a tiresome 
Tante Isabelle with her daughter whose romance in turn brings on another cousin, Gervais. 
For Valerie too this proves to be a time for trysting when she falls in love with Gervais, 
but he encounters the opposition of the Baron until a strayed grandson whom Gervais rescues 
and recovers brings him Valerie as a reward.... Powderpuff properties here, frail and femin- 
ine. (LC: 55-6372) 

April 25 


Hill, Pamela Putnam 
THE CROWN AND THE SHADOW $3.50 


* A most satisfactory fictionizing of the life of Madame de Maintenon which leans 
lightly on politics and international affairs to concentrate on the girl-to-woman in all 
the strange twists of her fortunes. Born in prison of bourgeoise family, raised by an aunt 
with firm Hugenot beliefs, Francoise d'Aubigne was forced to live in the Catholic household 
of another aunt, who soon placed her in an Ursuline convent, where her intractable spirit 
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spirit caused despair. But a bargain, based on an argument between herself, a Cath- 
olic priest and a Hugenot preacher, brought about her conversion; work in Paris, the 
friendship of the poet Scarron, grotesquely crippled, and marriage (unconsummated ) 
to him brought her to the notice of Villarceaux, Ninon, and Athenais, who became the 
celebrated - and infamous - Madame de Montespan. Pregnant, Athenais took Francoise 
to raise her first child by Louis XIV: more followed; and through Bossuet's orders 
Francoise was reconciled to stay on to save the King's soul. From the widow of 
Scarron, she was elevated to Madame de Maintenon when the King recognized her integ- 
rity; he persuaded her to be the dame d"ataur for the Dauphin and his young Dauphine; 
she knew his unhappiness during the poisoning scandals in which de Montespan lost 
face - and place; and then, when she had insured his return to the Queen, and after 
the Queen's death in her arms, she became his second wife. She ended her widowed 
days at St. Cyr, which she had established as a convent school for girls who knew 
the same miserable, shabby, gentility that had been hers. A sincerely offered view 
of a famous life, this is not averse to moral values and aware of human - even if 
royal - weaknesses. More than readable recapitulation. (LC: 55-5667) 


April 27 


Priestly, J. B. Harper 
LOW NOTES ON A HIGH LEVEL $2.75 


It may be fun for the British, but I can't see an American audience finding 
this irresistible. Here's a British Broadcasting caper, with pokes taken at the ec- 
centricities of the top brass, the demanding performers, composers and the like. And 
with a cast cf eccentrics that includes a pompous chief, who is sure only he can 
manage; an inventor who is at odds with the income tax people because he refuses to 
pay his taxes since he needs the cash for de luxe cigars - and who has lately quar- 
reled with his old friend, an eminent composer, over a game, and won't fall in with 
said composer's demand that only he can contribute a few deep notes in his symphony. 
There are some minor characters who help stage the fancy dress in which they indulge 
for a gag. There is a bit of romance between the mad inventor's niece, and the 
assistant music director of the Broadcasting Company. And there's a hectic finale 
in which the inventor and the assistant music director are arrested in the midst 
of a game which is to decide the fate of the symphony... Somehow, its humor escapes 
this reader, who sees it as broad farce, altogether too dependent on a recognition 
factor not likely to operate this side the water. (LC: 55-6591) 


April 22? 


Grey, Harry Crown 
CALL ME DUKE $3.00 


Where this does not insult, it assaults and its story of Izzie Romerovitz 
who attempts to make his brain-and his gun - pay off is heavy and noisy on the side 
of contemporary evils. Raised in the knowledge of "protective services", of heisting 
and foul play, Izzie dreams of being private detective and proves his "moxie" to 
small-time Ramel; an accident leads to plastic surgery on his nose; he and his pals 
are caught safecracking. Izzie (now Duke) confesses and spends seven years in Sing 
Sing, which improve his criminal education. Out of jail, he tries for the jackpot 
in a divorce case, gets his sidekick Iuis tried for blackmail, works a bribe for a 
not guilty verdict and heads into his doom when he tangles with professional crimin- 
als and killers. Sure, crime doesn't pay and there's loyalty among thieves - but 
what price toasting "Here's to crime, piss and corruption"? (LC: 55-7230) 
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REGIONS NETHER, HELL FOR LEATHER 


March 21 i 


Parker, Richard Scribner 
A KIND OF MISFORTUNE $2.75 


Peculiar and perplexing incidents disturb an English village where placid Miss 
Melita Honey's cat disappears- and is returned in a shoebox, and another feline is sub- 
stituted for a rabbit to be stewed. A wife at odds with her husband, a father at odds 
with his son, the postman, the stationmaster and Miss Melita's birdwatching neighbor are 
concerned in the local eccentricities and antagonisms which finally end in murder. Not 
much mystification, more malice, and a pleasant change in Miss Melita- a self-contained 


spinster. (LC: 54-13162) 
March 30 


Freyer, Frederic St. Martin's Press 
THE BLACK BLACK HEARSE $2.75 

Richard Mercer, independently producing a moving picture with a French-Spanish 
background, meets Helene Laurents again through her fiance, Zarlas, who is helping to 
finance Mercer. Helene is killed in Carcassonne; Mercer and his crew hijacked crossing 
the border; Mercer's stay in Paris gets him tantalizing clues. The pay-off, of a million 
dollars in counterfeit - and gold keeps Mercer's life in the balance - and lures Zarlas 
into a fatal trap. Travel talk and trickery. (LC: 55-7293) 


April 3, } ie 


Charteris, Leslie Doubleday 
THE SAINT ON THE SPANISH MAIN $2.75 


With stops at Bimini, Nassau, Jamaica, Puerto Rico, The Virgin Islands and Haiti, 
The Saint mingles with lovely ladies and upholds his buccaneer tradition. Fishing and jewel 
smuggling; mud slinging and murder; Maroons and Communism; the heisting of a bogus philan- 
thropist; sunken treasure with a moving picture prop octopus turning real; a tycoon who 
thought he could control voodoo and who was controlled. Hair trigger. (LC: 55-5270) 


April 13 


Symons, Julian Harper 
THE NARROWING CIRCLE $2.75 “ 


* David Nelson pits imagination against Scotland Yard routine when he elects to 
pursue his own course of investigation on the murder of Willie Strayte. Strayte had gotten 
the editorship of a new crime magazine promised to Nelson; Nelson learns his wife had been 
Strayte's mistress, and, doubly suspect, tries to find the link between a 1923 South African 
killing and the present. His success however commits him to a life he had hoped to leave. 

A lone wolf hunt in London pressure publishing is persuasive. (LC: 55-6597) 


ApriV'19 ¢\\( 
\ 


Tod, Lucas Macmillan 
SHOWDOWN CREEK $2.75 





Brock Mitchell, no longer a saddle tramp, tries to put away his past but is fol- 
lowed some years later by Chad Deasey who wants revenge for an old and justified killing, 
and also wants his ranch. The murder of Dunlap, Deasey's associate in a hidden deal, leaves 
Mitchell to reveal the motive as well as the man behind it... A familiar outline, but an 


active account is rendered. 
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April 21 









Knight, Kathleen Moore Doubleday 
THE ROBINEAU LOOK $2.75 
































A reunion of the Robineau clan assembles many members of the second living 
generation with a fraudulent summons, and they are the victims of the violence which 
follows. Skeletons dangle, and an incorrigible cousin and an unknown uncle key the 
search in which young Cynthia is more active than the Alabama police. Homestyled 
homicide- but pleasantly busy. 


April 25 


Parker, Maude Rinehart 
MURDER IN JACKSON HOLE $2.75 


A Colorado dude ranch proves anything but wholesome for the guests of Brad 
and Mary Sloan whose years have already been dogged by disaster- Brad never completely 
cleared of a murder charge in his youth. The mercy killing now of a heel hired as 
their wrangler revives the past as well as present romances- regrettable and regret- 
ted, and the solution of the crime brings its reward as well as retribution. Tongues- 
not teeth- do the chattering here. (LC: 55-5867) 


a. ae ee ee ee 


THERE'S A CHANCE FOR THIS 


a 6 44 - $/2 


Courtney, Marguerite Rinehart 
LAURETTE $5.00 


A vastly different theatrical story than Ethel Barrymore's (report on 
Memories follows) this picture of Laurette Taylor comes from her daughter who doesn't 
close her eyes to her mother's weaknesses and who is generously loving and under- 
standing of the magic and greatness she achieved. The explosive determinants in- 
herited from her parents, the break-in on amateur stages, her marriage to Charles 
Taylor and her parts in his melodramas prefaced her return to New York and her dogged 
pursuit of a career there and when she met Hartley Manners her fame began. Legally 
divorced from Taylor, her marriage to Manners was not recognized by the Church but 
the public adored them from Peg 0’ My Heart on. Applause and adulation grew; there 
was Hollywood and her impossible love for John Gilbert; there was the social drink- 
ing that developed into a wrecking demon; there were the abandoned years following 
her husband's death, with always a promise of making a comeback - and failing to. 
With a final victory came the tremendous return in The Glass Menagerie and the 
despairing knowledge that alcohol would be blamed when it was her health that was 
going. This fascinatingly intimate look at a theatrical great has heartbreak in its 
honesty, compassion in its love and power and in its re-creation of a headstrong 
life. If the best-sellerdom of Lillian Roth's I'll Cry Tomorrow is any yardstick, 
this should certainly have a double-market, theater and alcoholism, sale. (LC: 54-1048) 


But There's No Need To Introduce---- 


Ethel Barrymore whose MEMORIES (Harper) are in strong contrast to the above; Clifton 
e Fadiman is his own M.C. in his PARTY OF ONE (World); a first biography of .BOOTH 
TARKINGTON (Lippincott) has an appeal for perhaps an earlier generation but they will 
be devoted; and there is a sure succes d'estime at a still higher level for Marianne 
Moore's PREDILECTIONS (Viking). See beyond for reports. 
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March 7 






Freeman, Lucy Crown 
: "BEFORE I KILL MORE..." $3.50 a 






A newspaperwoman noted for her interest in mental health probes the how, why, 
when, and wherefore of William Heirens' drive to murder, which horrified Chicago with its 
terrible consequences. With a string of juvenile misdemeanors and burglaries behind him, 
Bill was picked up at seventeen, a University student; the murders of several women and 
young Susan Degnan (whose body he cut into pieces and hid) were then traced to him. Lucy 
Freeman covers the murders, the handling of Heirens before and after trial, his model 
prisoner behavior. She interviews Bill, his mother and father and other individuals who 
may hold a clue to his actions - and speculates on the relation of childhood experiences 
to the need to steal and kill, which brought sexual release. The question of legal and 
medical sanity in regard to such a boy, who even claimed that “George”, his other self, 
committed the crimes, is considered. Perhaps the somewhat repetitive nature of the 
coverage will turn off those who would have been attracted by the crime and keep the 
readers truly interested in the motivations of a murderer. For the audience of Wertham's 
The Show of Violence. (LC: 55-7236) 













Macrae-Smith 
THE TWO JACKS $3.50 





Bird, Will R. 








For those who like their truth stranger than fiction, this is a fast-moving 
account of the experiences of two Canadians in World War II. Captured by the Germans 
on D-Day, Jack Fairweather and Jack Veness escaped from a German prison train while still 

in France, and made contact with the Maquis. They were taken to a forest camp presided 

over by a man who combined the best and worst features of Robin Hood and Captain Blood. 

it is the incredible presence and personality of Captain Georges Le Coz which makes the ty 
story of the "two Jacks” something other than a conventional escape story. A brave, 

impulsive, cruel braggart, Le Coz commanded his group like a miniature foreign legion 

and effectively harassed the Germans, while carrying on his private war against suspected 
collaborators. It was this which eventually destroyed him, and he was tried and hung by 

oy faeces ee Bird has a good story to tell, and men particularly will enjoy it. 

LC: 55-6222 





















Hinton, Arthur Cherry & Macrae-Smith 
Godsell, Philip H. THE YUKON $3.50 


Sedentary sports will enjoy this combination history and travel guide to "Seward's 
Icebox", over and above a few sections which have a textbook tinge. These are relieved 
with anecdotes of lost mines and miners and some of the flagrant figures of earlier times. 
Soapy Smith- the "lord of misrule" in lawless Skagway, Klondike Kate, the scarlet-coated 
Mounties, Robert W. Service are all present- but the real heroes are the "Ninety-Eighters" 
who came to Alaska in search of Eldorado but found hardship andifailure instead. Their 
grim crossing through Chilcoot Pass, over the Whitehorse Rapids, and along the Yukon to 
Dawson City ended in disappointment, famine, scurvy and the cold which numbed their gold 
fever until news came of a new strike. The beauties and potentialities of this new fron- 
tier, its accessibility via the Alaska Highway, and an appendix of mileage and accommoda- 
tions up-to-date the past for present readers and future visitors. (LC: 55-6223) 


March 11 





Woodhouse, Barbara Norton 
TALKING TO ANIMALS $3.50 » 










If you think you get along well with animals, read this! Barbara Woodhouse 
started communicating with her fellow creatures when she was in swaddling clothes and 
set to rest under a tree in the park, where deer fed. She kept on with dogs, cows, 
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horses as she continued her life road. It led to an Argentinian estancia where she 
learned how to make friends with horses and cows and proved her gentle method of train- 
ing satisfactory over the brutal breaking generally practiced. Home in England she 
married a young doctor and occupied herself with running a dairy herd and raising a 
family. Later she took to training her Great Dane Juno and her cow Snow Queen for 

star roles in films. Bubbling with anecdotes on her own life, with the affection she 
has for her animals (there is a memorable holiday by the sea shared by the dairy herd - 
an example of her devotion), and with her spirited approach to things in general, 
Barbara Woodhouse's book abounds with energy and astounds with event. Those who live 
and work with animals will find many clues of attitude and action to improve their 
relationships. 


March 16 


Allport, Gordon Yale University Press 
BECOMING $2.75 


When Yale University invited a distinguished Harvard professor to deliver 
the Terry Lectures for 1954, he came to impart his knowledge and views on psychology 
in relation to human welfare and religion, and he told his listeners that psychology 
is not a single discipline but is still our chief hope for clarifying man's aims and 
discovering the means to achieve them. This is the book that grew out of the lectures, 
and in it Professor Allport turns his attention to the psychology of personality, to 
the opposing views of Locke and Leibnitz and their more recent scientific brethren. 
He presents a psychology of becoming which takes into consideration the elements of 
man's makeup, points out that the trend of psychology has been to indicate a not 
completely free, democratic human being. Stimulating for the advanced layman and 
for the student or expert. 


March 21 


Benton, Wilbourn E. Southern Methodist University 
& Grimm, George- Hds. $5.00 
NUREMBERG: GERMAN VIEWS OF THE WAR TRIAL 


These nine articles, written by Germans about the trial against major war 
criminals, are preceded by an introduction by Benton which gives the historical frame- 
work, in close scrutiny, of juridical techniques through the centuries, and of the 
need for further analysis of international penal and criminal law through international 
criminal court; of the ways in which illegality has expanded to criminality of aggres- 
sive war; of the recognition of individual responsibility. Dr. Stahmer gives the 
motion adopted by all defense counsel; the statement before the Nuremberg tribunal is 
by Herman Jahrreiss; there follow sections on international law; legal problems, penal 
jurisdiction over citizens of enemy states, the judgments of economists, of justices; 
there is a review and a conclusion. In a new, intricate, legalistic area, this speaks 
for the defense and offers a chance for study in the development and foundation of 
international law. 


Montgomery, Charlotte Vanguard 
CHARLOTTE MONTGOMERY'S HANDBOOK FOR THE WOMAN DRIVER $2.95 


For that much maligned little woman at the wheel (she is not more deadly than 
the male) a handbook about her car and how to drive it which is pretty all inclusive. 
From learning to drive and motor manners, and the more difficult city and night driving, 
this also covers car service, various economies, winterizing and winter driving, emer- 
gencies, driving with children- or a dog, travelling and suggested tours, keeping up 
the looks of your car and your own looks when in it (clothes, cosmetics), buying a car 
and financing it, car insurance, teaching teen-agers, along with a miscellany of stop 
and go advice. All this advice once assimilated, she should be thoroughly equipped 
not only to deal with the car but also its back seat. (LC: 55-7885) | 
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March 25 


Harcourt, Brace 
YOUR INSURANCE AND HOW TO PROFIT BY IT $2.95 E2 


Levy, Michael 


A practical guide to the most economical (in the long run) insurance buying 
covers the various types of policies from health and accident to personal liability and 
stresses a thorough knowledge of the insurance men and companies themselves. Chapters on 
what insurance is (a guard against improbable loss) and how to buy it wisely (not the most 
nor the least expensive policies) form a solid introduction for further discussion- of 
different types of life insurance, annuities, illness, disaster, theft, automobile and 
liability policies. And from the material on insurance companies and the men who sell 
for them, there emerge guide posts to choosing wisely, seeing whether or not a company is 
licensed in your state, not necessarily making your golf partner your salesman,ete. An 
appendixed glossary defines many of the terms of the insurance world by which laymen are 
so often puzzled and drawings by Carl Rose further gladden an optimistic text. For an- 
other treatment of the subject see report of Miller's book on p. 15h. (LC: 55-5391) 


March 28 


Kordel, Lelord World 
EAT YOUR TROUBLES AWAY $3.00 


-eee and away with anything from fatigue and tension conditions, to eyestrain, 
colds, diabetes, heart trouble- if you follow the diatetic essentials which are proteins, 
vitamins and minerals. Some of this you may remember from Fat and Grow Younger, but this 
reaffirms the importance of eating nutritionally well at all times- and thereby improving 
your looks and your outlook, enjoying your life and extending your lifespan, overcoming 
the dependence on drugs and alcohol, etc. The right foods to buy, and they need not be Po 
expensive, and menu suggestions along with a 15 day revitalizing diet complete the course 
of instruction. For the Gayelord Hauser market, perhaps less indulgent in tone, but a 


bracing optimism. (LC: 55-6255) 
March ?? 


Coon, Horace McKay 
150 BUDGET VACATIONS $3.00 


And the most for your money is offered - for this is an assist in the planning 
of holidays to fit notions and purses of all types and sizes. North American and European; 
restful or actively sporty; packaged or personal and individual; car, train, bus, plane, 
ship or bike, canoe, horse or shanks mare; - all this and time and money are taken into 
consideration as the suggestions range from Hawaii to the Arctic, Caribbean to Mediterranean, 
North Cape to the Alps, Canada to Mexico and all over the United States. This should help 
to make those dreams come true - and add some new ideas along the way. Useful. 


April 4 


Reben, Martha Crowell 
THE WAY OF THE WILDERNESS $3.50 


The author of The Healing Woods (1952) tells more about life in the Adirondacks, 
which she learned to love so much while regaining her health that she refused to leave. 
Her present story tells of her efforts to establish an independent life along the wilder- 
ness ways. There are incidents revolving about the house she bought. - with repairs to be 
made, a well to be dug and back taxes to be cared for (Mr. Rice saw that they were taken - 
care of by the former owner). Martha shared her sill with a squirrel, her hearth with a 
duck and her cellar with a skunk. Her efforts to continue educating herself had to give 
way for a time to moneymaking by brandishing a curling iron for some very unreasonable 
customers, but she turned from artificiality to camp alone for a summer. Her book is so 
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voundlessly full of contacts with earth's creatures, it takes on almost an "I must 
tell you about this" quality, out any nature-lover will be pleased to meet all of her 
friencs and acquaintances from the rascaliy Rufus, a coon, to R.B., who built his hive 
in her tent. When Martha met Eric, a handsome young X-ray technician who shared her 
delight in woodland life, she decided against solitude, but a fatal accident causing 
his death threw her again on the inner resources she had so carefully nourished. Taking. 


April 7 


Gaster, Theodor Abelard-Schuman 
NEW YEAR: Jts History Customs and Superstitutions $3.50 


A companionable collection of New Year facts and fancies is given a topical 
treatment with interpretive asides. The parent festival of New Year with its signi- 
ficance in terms of life and death and its celebration in terms of wassail and gifts 
has many meanings and many symbols. The author gives special chapters to the oldest 
known New Year - the Babylonian, and to the religious development of the Jewish Rosh 
Hashanah. (LC: 55-5069) 

April 7 


Tennyson, Hallam Doubleday ae 
INDIA'S WALKING SAINT $3.50 


A long, tender look at Vinoba, the initiator of Bhoodan who has travelled 
from village to village asking landowners to give of their property to the landless, 
is significant in both material and spiritual terms. Hallam Tennyson had known 
Gandhi's greatness and he came to know that of Vinoba as well as he followed the 
faithful Bhoodan workers on their mission of land reform. After Gandhi's death,with 
Nehru at the political helm, there was still need for a leader, and Vinoba gave up 
his life of meditation to serve actively, to fill the gap made by his guru’s death. 
Tennyson compares the two men as distinctly different types of saints - Gandhi like 
the spreading banyan tree, highly human, emotional, personal; Vinoba like the lodestar, 
pointing away from himself, purged in his long years of dedication, impersonal. He 
considers the influence of both men as a power that can affect politics, give poli- 
ticians grace; he notes how both have renounced the tradition of retreat to serve the 
people, a combination of Western virtue and Indian vision. The achievements of Bhoo- 
dan and Vinoba's mission combine the practical need for land redistribution and the 
elimination of misery that would eventually lead to rebellion with the spiritual in- 
junction to give and live with love. Another figure in the Indian frieze. (LC 255-7005 ) 


Wellman, William R. Van Nostrand 
HIGH FIDELITY HOME MUSIC SYSTEMS $3.75 


A shorter book, at a simpler level than the Greene & Radcliffe The New High 
Fidelity Hand Book (Crown- page 116), this is written for the earlier phases of this 
avocation. Here too speakers, tuners, amplifiers and tape recorders are described; 
there are how-to-do sections for the necessary enclosures and cabinets; and there are 
further instructions for those with some radio experience who can build their own com- 
ponents. Less technical (it can probably be understood after two years at MiIi%: ), 
it is definitely more of a book for beginners with a stress on less expensive as well 
as less complex units. Illustrated. 

April 11 


de Terra, Helmut Knopf 
HUMBOLDT $5-75 


This biography of Alexander von Humboldt, the German scientist, explorer and 
statesman whose work did much to usher in the modern era of discovery, has been written 
with an awareness and a freshness of style that does much to place him in vivid per- 
spective for a reader audience whose interest in natural science continues to rise. 
Perhaps the first of Humboldt's contributions that comes to mind is the sea current 
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that bears his name. But its discovery was a single facet in a life that marked him as a 

man of encyclopedic interests. Born into an aristocratic family, Humboldt suffered from 

the loveless, dry propriety of his upbringing and to a certain degree had to kick over the 
traces of convention to follow his bent. Study and university training prepared him for ee 
work in the department of mines and brought him at last to the point where he could begin 

to travel and carry out his own observations. Journeys in South America with Bonpland 
included expeditions in the Amazon, the Andres and Mexico where his notations on weather 

and geological conditions combined with archeological discovery and speculation to con- 


tribute to the opening up of new eras and areas. They brought him fame when he returned 


to Paris and thenceforth decreed that he was to live as a man with public influence. For 
A full 


Humboldt: returned to Berlin to play an often ironic role as advisor to the King. 


and fascinating study here is as astute in its rendition of the relationships in Humboldt's 
studies as it is in its observations of men. (IC: ji 


1/2b 


AprilY 12 


Macmillan 
SELECTED POEMS $3.00 


Since the recent death of Tristram Coffin, this volume of his selected poems 
takes on a particularly timely, memorial value. But it has intrinsic merit of its own. 
Without the poetic subtlety or deep philosophy of Robert Frost, Coffin nevertheless ranks 
next to him as the poet-laureateof New England and especially of Maine. His verse is 
simple and unaffected, his ardor for his native state deep and warm- which gives his work 
a very real appeal. Coffin's chief faults are a certain casualness, often almost a 
slovenliness of technique. But this carefully chosen volume puts between covers his best 
poems and does not present too many of them. It should have a good sale, regional as well 


as among “middle-brow" poetry lovers. 
April 15 » 


Hawthorn Books 
THE RICHEST MAN IN BABYLON $2.95 


Clason's essays on financial success have been around for a long time, since 
1926 in fact. The stories with their truisms expounded and expanded, and their parables 
pointed up are set in ancient Babylon- and each one deals with money. By using a slight- 
ly modified Biblical style of writing Clason manages to create an illusion of great wisdom, 
dignity and authority through the people who discuss money and the rules of sound invest- 
ment that have not changed in 5000 years. Business executives have made the stories 
familiar to a whole generation of Americans, and they will probably continue to do so. 


(Lc: 54-6605) 
Lieb, Frederick G. 


Coffin, Robert P. Tristram 


Clason, George S. 


Putnam 
THE BALTIMORE ORIOLES $3.50 


That sportswriter scorekeeper again records the highspots and slumps of another 
team through the seasons and its leading players and managers. An enthusiastic ball town, 
their club became known as the Orioles in 1883, in the '90's acquired one of the most 
famous figures in the game- combative John McGraw, and by the close of the decade won 
three successive pennants. Taken over by the American League in 1900, and then put out 
of the Majors for more than 50 years, the Orioles still were the team which gave Babe 
Ruth his start and in the ‘20's took further pennants. 1953, when the St. Louis Browns 
came to Baltimore as the Orioles returned this city to the American League, raised high 
hopes not altogether justified by the 1954 season which the club ended almost in the cellar, 
but still holds hopes for a comeback under a new and magnetic manager.... In this series, 

a tally of this team for local adherents. (LC: 55-5777) 2 
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April 18 


Fiedler, Leslie A. Beacon 
AN END TO INNOCENCE paper; $1.45 


Drawn from published criticism and lecture notes, Fiedler's 13 essays are 
concerned "with political events, the American scene, and literature as a cultural 
fact". Fiedler, who brought the French mystic Simone Weil to public attention and 
has a high standing in this field, is well aware of the presumptuousness behind 
writing articles on the Rosenbergs, Hiss and McCarthy, as well as on psychological 
and sociological phenomena. In spite of a freewheeling manner in describing ideas, 
and subject matter ranging from Seder in Rome to homosexuality in Mark Twain and 
Fenimore Cooper, Fiedler nevertheless has certain organizing ideas. Specifically 
he points to the over-intellectualized life of liberals, lost in the theory of 
social problems without any personal commitment. Illusion in this little book 
spreads to the hopelessly unfounded notions Italians have of life in America, the 
"last frontier" pipedream of settlers in modern Montana, and the prospect of true 
tragic literature made possible only today in America where the consciousness of 
the failure of Western culture may reach its extreme.... The market will be closely 
limited to aesthetes and litterateurs. (LC: 55-7798) 


Barrymore, Ethel Harper 
MEMORIES 4]1! $h .00 


* An unaffected recall of a long life in theater, this overcomes a "formid- 
able reticence" that was a heritage from her dominating "Mummum", the grandmother 





that ruled the lives of her brothers and herself. The romantic glamor of her parents, 


the family theater on Arch Street in Philadelphia, the household quotations and 
wheezes, the tour with Madame Modjeska all came before convent schooling; there was 
the trip to Santa Barbara with her sick mother and the crisis of her death when 
Ethel was 13; her return was to acting, with dreams of a concert career quickly lost. 
There was London, and New York, and London again, with romantic engagements - which 
were broken; New York and pawnshops in the fall; stardom in Captain Jinks and on 


to the parts that continued her fame. Marriage to Russell Colt, their three children, 


and the thin, lean, busy years; the wonderful Twelve Pound Look which was a perman- 
ent money-maker; there were moving pictures and the demands of health that led her 
to California. And now, at seventy, the backward look - to be shared with the public 
that has known her on the other side of the footlights, for so long. A gentle, 
autumnal book for an appreciative audience. Illustrated. (LC: 55-6565) 


Dolbier, Maurice Knopf 
NOWHERE NEAR EVEREST $1.95 


* A poof of a spoof on all those high climbing books, this takes off with 
the author's declared philosophy, from the family motto, "J'avoide"*- and seldom hits 
earth again. Recalling his successful career in schools, detouring education, sports, 
girls, he continues his record of non-achievement in other areas; he becomes a con- 
firmed non-mountain-climbing feller (or mountain-non-climbing) and is able to refuse 
the fervid pleas of his old friend, Orontes Bump (who wrote the adventurous Bump On 
A Log), for a go at Everest. However he is gracious enough to include the account 
of the Bump-Grind Expedition - which, through mysterious means, accomplished its pro- 
posed climb - up Mount Everett, Mass. This takes its fun where it's easy to find it - 
the preparations, the lists of equipment and provisions, the incidents of the bases 
and the climb, and hangs up a laugh award for those who have had their share of icy 
peeks at icy peaks. VIP (Virgil Partch ) pictures follow along just as disrespect- 
fully. Not bad. (LC: 55-7398) 
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April 18 


Flexner, James Thomas Knopf 
GILBERT STUART $2.50 

An addition to the Great Lives in Brief series, this is a skillful as well as 
succinct vortrait of our greatest portraitist. Born in Jamestown, Rhode Island, Stuart 
grew up to be an 18th century genius- but a worldling as well, a ladies man and an epicure, 
and in the deepest sense of the word- an individualist and libertarian. But if a sitter 
displeased him, he dropped his brushes and refused the commission. Under this elegant 
18th century facade, he hid a passionate and tortured nature. But this fissure only gave 
him keener insight into the human physiognomy- and portrait painting was his one real 
passion. It was the human face, lined with life, which gave him the key to the inner 
nature that always fascinated him. Famous in his day as now, he died in poverty and 
bitterness.... The market for this series should be established- by now. 


Miller, Jerome S. Simon & Schuster 
YOUR PERSONAL INSURANCE GUIDE $3.50 


Take your choice between this and Michael Levy's Your Insurance and How to 
Profit By It, reported below on p. 150. Both books cover the same territory and where 
this one is more extensive, chattier and more personal in tone, Mr. Levy's economy of 
phrase has conveyed essentially the same information in less space. Complete surveys of 
policies for illness, life, annuities, legal liability, autos, homes, etc. are supple- 
mented by further information on how claims are collected, income taxes and sets of poli- 
cies that could be conveniently bought with certain budgets. Glossary added. (LC: 55-7135) 


April 19 


Conrad, Marion Crowell 
ALLERGY COOKING $5.00 


These recipes, for the allergic, substitute alternatives for forbidden foods, 
prove that if you are on a diet- it need not be dull, and diversify the cooking methods 
of every course from canapes to candies. Once your specific trouble spot is determined, 
it should be easy to follow the recipes here which are arranged in sections- first omit- 
ting eggs and milk and cereal flours, and then combining them with the basic diets. There 
are special pointers on baby diets, those for young children, teen agers, parties, or 
reducing diets- along with warnings on the unsuspected sources of possible irritants. 
Should be a boon for the cook as well as the patient. 


Macmillan 


Dustan, Alice Pie Y 
LANDSCAPING YOUR HOME nt 5|2 $4.95 

A progress promoter for the new or old home gardener, this is explicit in its 
coverage of developing your property to the family's - and beauty's - best advantage. 
Each chapter has an appended list - of requirements and procedures - and the subjects 
begin with the basic problems of size, shape, climate and go on to specific types of 
location, masonry, barriers, trees, shrubs, grass and ground covers, season to season 
color and work around the calendar. Training the reader to make his mistakes on paper, 
the book takes into account country and suburban situations, the question of money and 
doing things yourself (walks, walls, steps, fences, etc.), and gives practical pointers 
on planning for service and utility areas and objects, making use of waste space, putting 
ecology to work and on turning a novice into an expert (while the expert can pick up some 
short cuts, new ideas and attitudes). There are complete plans, more than thirty photo- 
graphs (some before-and-after illustrating the plans), drawings and plant lists. A handy 
reference and study book for the energetic and cautious outdoor-minded. 
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April 19 


Wann, Marie DiMario | Macmillan 
@ DEPENDENT BAGGAGE: Destination Germany $3.50 


A wry report on life in Germany as the wife of the American Director of Educa- 
tion and Cultural Affairs in the Occupied Province of Hesse gives an unadorned version 
of occupation existence. As "Dependent" Marie Wann coped with her own dependents in 
the persons of a "free" maid (who had the distinction of being honest), a wily chauffeur 
whose fragile figure was his fortune in food, and other such characters on the one hand, 
and with Army restrictions, budgeting, and facilities on the other, she frequently 
asked herself who hadwon the war. Attempts to see the "real" Germany were discouraging - 
it had either been or was going to be. The Germans' refusal to express responsibility 
for their situation was equally depressing. Mrs. Wann was glad to return to the States 
and equally glad to welcome Germans to her home there as her husband became involved in 
the project to show American techniques to German experts on tour, a kind of reversal 
of the Occupation which really gave promise of German growth. A candid, at times 
curdled review of an unpleasant situation, this speaks for the expatriates trying to 
do a job and carry on regular lives in an environment bound to resent them and exploit 
them. 






April 20 


Woodress, James Lippincott 
BOOTH TARKINGTON $5.00 


A first biography of a well loved American writer, this is a whole hearted 
study of a big hearted man who was a playwright, novelist and friend to many. The pic- 
ture of the boy, at home, in school, abroad, contrasts the attitude of his midwestern 
town with his own, apparently drifting, apprenticeship in writing; the tracing of the 
origins - and originals - of his material, and their projections leads into the story 

Me of his first and second marriages with the time out in between as drink and collapse 
closed him out of his known world. But with his life under control and his second wife 
a ready help, the work progressed and even though blindness and semi-invalidism threat- 
ened, there was no set-back; his art collection grew and grew; Indianapolis and Kenne- 
bunkport, Maine, divided his time; there were Pulitzer Prizes; there were two world 
wars and never ending change; his genius for friendship never left him. His plays, 
stories and novels are reviewed in the light of their realism of the commonplace, of 
their authentic American roots, and of their shrewdness and psychology. An ingratiat- 
ing book which should certainly have its appeal for that generation which followed 
the career of "The Gentleman from Indiana". (LC: 55-6307) 


Davis, Hassoldt Little, Brown- D.S.& P. 
SORCERER'S VILLAGE $5.00 


The American couple whose adventures in French Guiana were first recorded 
in 1952 in The Jungle and the Damned here report again on primitive customs- this time 
in French Africa. An exciting and sometimes incredible year filming, sound recording 
and typing reams of valuable notes is enhanced by a zest for adventure and fun, and 
warm interest and affection for every porter and potentate they meet. They were 
equipped with the latest gadgets of scientific jungle life, to say nothing of fireworks 
and an instrument for causing electric shock. What they succeed in finding out about 
cannibalism, tribal dances, fetishes, etc. is made part of a narrative of zany personal 
experience. Mr. Davis is at one point paralyzedby "black magic", at another point 
succeeds in restoring a native chief's sexual powers with a Yankee brand of hypnosis. 
There's a riotous account of the Davises mistaking a sacred burial ground for an out- 
house .- and then making amends. The African backdrop takes in the government powers- 
that-be, as well as the question of the spread of Communism. Landing square in the 
e middle of Marxist conflict, the Davises show the distortions of the primitive inter- 
pretation. This journey into the interior is enriched by the close personal relations 
between this anthropologist-photographer team and their native bearers. Good for the 
adventure hungry audience, with curiosity about the ways of peoples. (LC: 55-6538) 
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April 20 


Chase, Richard Morrow-Sloane s 


WALT WHITMAN RECONSIDERED $3.75 


This is a felicitous reappraisal of Walt Whitman,which coincides with the 
centenary of the Leaves of Grass,by Richard Chase who is already well known for his more 
extended studies of Herman Melville and Emily Dickinson. Falling midway between biography 
and critical exegesis, this book has the better qualities of both. Its main theme is in- 
contestably right, that Whitman, dear to the transcendentalists of his own period, and 
equally dear to the radicals of the twenties, has fallen into disrepute- or perhaps inno- 
cuous desuetude- in the later decades. He failed to speak to the so-called economic 
realists of the 30's, and to the exponents of the 30's and 40's he also had little to 
say. His free-flowing optimism, even his elegiac quality, and certainly his loosely 
strung verse forms are almost antipathetic to the closely wrought work of the Eliot- 
Pound school. Chase feels that "under the impact both of overpraise and underpraise we 
have been in danger of losing sight of what is vital and enduring in the author”. But 
he also believes that since Whitman's poetry stems from the vital energies and dilemmas 
of life and is committed to the radical literary and cultural values of its time, there 
can be no question of its immortality.... Literary criticism which within its restricted 


circle should place highly. (LC: 55-6326) 
April 2l = j/.7 


Daniel, Anita Coward-McCann rs 
I AM GOING TO ITALY $3.50 V 


A siren summons will not chart your course, along with what you will wear and 
spend, but conveys all the enticements and excitements this country has to offer, along & 
with informal asides on the tempo of life and the temperament of the people in contrast 
to ours. Commodities- or their non-existence, services, food, transportation, supersti- 
tions, art, are all part of the impressions of this country- along with impromptu foot- 
notes on anything from playshoes to elevators, precede the special attractions which the 
various cities, spas, smaller towns, and the lakes offer. Illustrations by J. Marianne 


Moll. (LC: 55-6135) 


Scott, John / John Day 
POLITICAL WARFARE 4), $3.75 

This is a resume and analysis of the present and near-future state of the cold 
war, by a well-informed journalist and Time correspondent, who recently (1954) travelled 
through North Africa, the Middle East and Turkey, and spent short periods behind the iron 
curtain in Berlin and Vienna. He is full of opinions and ideas, which can briefly be 
summarized as follows: co-existence with Russia is possible because it has been going on 
for 3/7 years; negotiation is desirable since war would be inconceivably destructive; 
isolationism would be suicide. What remains is political warfare which consists of 
economic sanctions of various kinds; a reasonable tariff policy; an intelligent use of 
radio broadcasts; an intelligent use of refugee populations for liberation purposes; and 
an active, well established intelligence service. In most of these fields the author 
seems to think we could do a little better than we so far have done. The most lively 
partsof his book are on-the-spot reports about North Africa, the Middle East and Turkey... 
Not a book for extremists, but a tolerable middle-of-the-road program and a timely review 
of the current situation. (LC: 55-7106) 


Brown, Helen Evans & Doubleday 
Beard, James THE COMPLETE BOOK OF OUTDOOR COOKERY $3.95 


The informality and increased flavor of outdoor cookery has made this a favorite 
way to entertain- and this is just the book to see that you do it well. Facts about grills 
and equipment (cookers, fryers, etc.), fuel and temperature precede the recipes for steaks, 
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chops, roasts, poultry, fish, game, skewer combinations, appetizers and fruits- along 
with the proper accessories which will send you back to the kitchen- sauces, casseroles, 
breads, salads, pastas, etc. Certainly an answer to the overworked hot dog or hanm- 
burger, this should whip up the ambition as well as the appetite of that man around 

the house- and it is a nice gift book for him. (LC: 55-7014) 


April et 5 hs c119 


Wishik, Samuel M. Doubleday 
FEEDING YOUR CHILD . $3.50 


Not quite a substitute for the now out of print All About Feeding Children 
by Milton Senn & Phyllis Newill, this is largely about infant feeding, whether nursing 
or bottle- crying and what it may indicate, schedules, and the introduction of water, 
juices and solids. A little about the pre-school child, largely his attitudes to meal- 
times, and the older child, complete this guide for the new mother. But there are 
none of the particulars about menus and making meals attractive which made the earlier 
book useful for the mother up against a mutinous child. The information here you 
could almost find in any general book of child care. (LC: 55-7015) 


Chenery, William Harcourt, Brace 
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS $3.75 | 


Chenery examines the basic problems of freedom in America today- freedom of 
speech, press, radio, etc. in the light of American history, and through the experi- 
ences of Washington, Hamilton, Roger Williams, Paine, Zenger, and Jefferson. Censor- 
ship and repression in any form, whether of communists or "obscene" literature or 
libelous attacks, are viewed here among such precedents as the conflict over the Alien 
and Sedition Acts; Washington allowing the journalists Freneau and Bache to continue 
their wanton scurrilities just as Jefferson accepted Federalist charges that he stole 
public monies and had sexual relations with his Negro slaves; and the free accord 
given in Colonial times to Jacobin influence. Chenery then on a large handed way 
ranges over early British jurisprudence and the significance of Milton's Areopagitica, 
the deliberations and decisions of justices Woolsey and Holmes, the problems of the 
Italian film The Miracle, but there is no organized attempt to analyze the theory, 
development or social conflicts which form the concept of freedom. But his general 
conclusion that unrestricted freedom is inseparable from the American spirit, even 
if not altogether proved by this variety of historical evidence, is a happy affirma- 
tion of American idealism for the general reader. (LC: 55-7421) 


Wallace, Edward S. Little, Brown 
THE GREAT RECONNAISSANCE $5.00 


A record of the exploration, surveying, and mapping of the vast area acquired 
by the U.S. in 1848, under the treaty terms settling the Mexican War, this carefully 
researched and exciting history begins essentially with the American commission under 
John Bartlett- who included in his expeditions tailors, bootmakers, botanists, zoolo- 
gists, engineers, etc. and ends with the slaughter of the camels which Jefferson Davis 
sought to introduce in the Southwest. Wallace's story is so preeminently one of dis- 
organization, daring and color that it is difficult to unify the sprawling wealth of 
his subject. The substance of the book consists of murders, wild Mexican fiestas, 
castaways saved from perdition, blizzards, cannibalism, the involvements and intimacies 
with the Indians and hostilities of desperados, the defection of key personnel with 
the lure of the goldrush in '49, and the numerous origins of the humor and heroism of 
frontier life. Wallace struts across his stage George McClellan, John Pope, George 
Meade, and finds in Fremont a principal figure. He portrays the chicaneries and 
glowing dreams of the political forces in Washington. He captures the main signifi- 
cance to America's growth of all that explorers and surveyors technically achieved. 

But this is more fundamentally a book compounded of details, circumstances, private 

and informal concessions, and the just plain physical business of people founding 

a nation together. First rate Americana, instructive and convincing, which should 
rouse any random curiosity. (LC: 55-6537) 
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April 21 


Mays, Willie Putnam ee 
BORN TO PLAY BALL $3.00 


2.50 
The spectacular young player with an unbelievable natural ability to play ball 

recapitulates some of the high points of his Major League career where as the "Say Hey 
Kid" he caught the imagination of the public. Just a few spot souvenirs of an Alabama 
childhood and a ball-playing father and grandfather precede what is largely a chronology 
of the 1951 and 1954 seasons (the Army took care of the interim)- 1951, his first year 
with the Giants and the famous pennant play-off; 1954 which was for Mays a sensational 
season in which he won the National League batting championship but proved he was an even 
stronger outfielder with his speed and basket catch and powerful throwing arm... As told 
to Charles Einstein, this is unassuming and unaffected by the success he has had which 


should extend here to his public. (LC: 55-5779) 
April 25 


Osborne, Dod Prentice-Hall 
DANGER IS MY DESTINY $2.95 


An adventurer who makes Boy Scouts out of Harry Lorrequer, Thor Heyerdahl, and 
Admiral Byrd, Osborne describes his exploits which date back to his lth year on all the 
major waters and into the darker and more forbidden corners of every continent. A British 
sailor in World War I, he became a lieutenant in the Commandos in World War II, and went 
on to retrace the voyage of Darwin aboard the Beagle, A rough and ready lad, he has gone 
whaling and caught seal in the Arctic; panther, leopard, tiger and elephant were his quarry 
in the jungle, and pearls beneath the sea. On a rescue mission in the trackless Amazon 
basin, he barely escaped the murder which took his comrades, lived to dismantle a new type S 
of mine, fled a Japanese prison camp riddled with bullets, and destroyed Nazi installations 
at Dieppe, St. Nazaire and Tobruk. Along with this career of valiance and violence, Osborne 
found time to explore Hindu mysticism and to fall hopelessly in love with the most beauti- 
ful woman he'd ever set eyes on- who waited forlornly for him to settle down. And the story 
he has to tell is mostly overdone- but breezy as a hurricane. (LC: 55-5855) 


Fadiman, Clifton World 
PARTY OF ONE $5.00 


* These selected writings are introduced by the author's half century mark commen- 
tary that offers an excellent starting point for the articles, reviews, prefaces, essays, 
etc. that follow. Making clear that his "real intention is seduction... not to draw nice 
literary distinctions but to communicate, by any means open to me, the love and enjoyment 
of literature...", he applies his "noble pleasure of praising" to many another field. Ogden 
Nash, Abner Dean, Madame Curie have his admiration; Gertrude Stein and William Faulkner 
arouse his "puzzlement"; there are pieces on Sinclair Lewis, Ambrose Bierce, Henry James, 
Dickens, War And Peace, Huckleberry Finn, Moby Dick; and there are discourses on clowns, 
platform readings, musical comedy, master of ceremonies, science fiction, children's read- 
ing, etc. These personal preferences and prejudices are artful and attractive, avoiding 
the ponderous and abounding in companionship. A persuasive and provocative collection 
from books and magazines. (LC: 55-528) 





April 27 


Eichelberger, Clark M. Harper 
UN: THE FIRST TEN YEARS $1.75 a 


This lucid ad hoc commentary on the UN deserves wide reading - it puts first 
things first in a way that clears one's head and jiggles the pieces of the puzzle right 
into position. Mr. Eichelberger worked on the first American draft of the UN Charter in 
San Francisco and is executive secretary of the American Association for the United Nations. 
He considers how the UN has operated and adapted its operations in view of the four great 
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developments since 1945: the breakup of the five-power system, the advent of the 
atomic age, the disintegration of the colonial system, and the growing revolt of 

the underprivileged against their conditions, along with the advance of Technical 
Assistance. He weighs the possibilities in Charter Review, which automatically comes 
up in 1955, but feels that the major defection in UN function is rather on the mem- 
bers' heads - they tend to withhold themselves in part, bypassing the UN instead of 
functioning through it. He ends with a plea to work within the UN and evolve its 
operations, holding them above regional arrangements and the like. Fine. (LC:54-12175) 


April 27 


Kearns, William H., Jr. Y Harper 
& Britton, Beverley $3.75 
TH6 SILENT CONTINENT 


A fine chapter in man's romance with the ends of the world turns toward the 
Antarctic - but the dedication of the scientist, the courage and sacrifice of the ex- 
plorer, the action of men and nations, the place of plan and chance form the heart 
of this book. Before Nat Palmer of Connecticut discovered the Antarctic while seal- 
ing, many men 2nd nations had sought her, among them Bellingshausen and Cook. After 
the find, as many more sought to cover her reaches. Their stories are here: the race 
of Amundsen and Scott to reach the Pole, with Scott's terrible trek to eternity; 
Douglas Mawson's escape from death; Byrd's flights; Kearns' own plane crash. Explor- 
ations of the interior, the reasons for interest and the discovery of materials which 
may well compel further assertions all have a place in a book which reads vigorously 
and well. The recent publication of The White Desert by John Giaver (see November 
15, 1954 Bulletin, p. 771), the story of the recent Norwegian-British-Swedish expedi- 
tion, and response to it will give a clue to the market for the present book. Illus- 
trated. (LC: 55-6567) 


Mayer, Martin Harper 
WALL STREET: MEN AND MONEY $3-75 


Appearing currently with the announced Fullbright Investigation of the New 
York Stock Exchange, and with the accelerated interest in the "bull market", this 
should find a ready public. It is a reporter's lively account of what he has learned 
of this complex machine in the few years he has been an active journalist there- 
describes the role that Wall Street plays, in its various exchanges, as auctioneer 
for America's business machine. Various types of securities are explained, along 
with the operations on the floor of the exchange- especially the function of the 
specialists, the workings of the teletype and wire systems with their nationwide 
network. And he gets into the deeper waters of over the counter activities, short 
selling, arbitrage, etc. All in all, for any man who would go into the Street, this 
serves as a sort of popular text book, brightened by anecdotes of the men who manage 
(and occasionally mismanage) money. (LC: 54-8971) 


McKee, Elmore -| Harper 
THE PEOPLE ACT 9% /#/ $3.50 


Fresh from postwar reclamation experiences in Germany, in 1950, Elmore McKee 
began to present a program called "The People Act"- a documentary of heartening content, 
showing processes of communities in action for richer living. With the local community 
as the testing ground of a free society, the stories of towns, cities and counties 
that set out to deal with a specific problem or project grow with the people who made 
them, for the end result was often far greater than the primary aim. How a disinte- 
grating settlement of thirty-three families in Tin Top, Texas, refused to let their 
town die, how a community was created in Bat Cave, North Carolina, how a small prairie 
town in Kansas, Protestant, dry, adopted a French village of Catholic winegrowers - 
these are some of the stories worth hollering over the hill. In cities, Baltimore's 
struggle for decent housing, Arlington Virginia's fight for better schools, Gary, 
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Indiana's crime fighters who were balked by big interests, Seattle, Washington's inter- 
national-racial neighborhood project are examples of communities struggling to greater 
efficacy and unity. Finally the story of Carroll County, a declining area in North Georgia 
which maintained a service council and exchanged visits with Indian farmers is an example 
of community action on another level. This is important, this is a part of America that 
should be heard about both by overseas world companions and by our own citizens - an acti- 


vating source book. (IC: 55-6962) | 
April wer © df |e 
Viking 
PREDILECTIONS $300 50 


* This collection of brief critical essays, assembled over a period of thirty years, 
has a crystalline perfection. It is phrased with elegance and precision, and the choice of 
subject matter has been fastidious. Miss Moore writes of Henry James, Ezra Pound, T. S. 
Eliot, W. H. Auden, Wallace Stevens, E. E. Cummings, and the total effect conveys an illu- 
mination of each subject that is sheer delight. In the foreword, Miss Moore modestly says 
"one feels that what holds one's attentions might hold the attention of others. That is 
to say there is a language of sensibility of which words can be the portrait- a magnetism, 
an ardor, a refusal to be false, to which the following pages attempt to testify"- and it 
is just in this language of sensibility that Miss Moore's poetic insights and responses are 
For an audience which is already respectful if not reverential. (LC: 55-7376) 


Moore, Marianne 


disclosed. 
PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Pape 

760 Garside, E.B.- WHIRLIGIG- from 1/24 to 2/23. (Appleton-Century-Crofts ) 
790 MacDonald, P.- GUEST IN THE HOUSE- From 2/3 to 3/3. (Doubleday) 

792 Fishbein & Burgess- SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGE - from 2/17 to 3/24. (Doubleday) 


821 Hardy, Ronald- THE PLACE OF JACKALS- From 2/24 to 3/3- (Doubleday) ~ 
823 Allingham, Margery- THE ESTATE OF THE BECKONING LADY- from 2/17 to 3/24. (Doubleday ) @ 


826 Morris, Newbold- LET THE CHIPS FALL- from 2/7 to 3/16. (Appleton-Century-Crofts ) 
830 Lawrence, T.E.- THE MINT- from 2/17 to 3/17. (Doubleday) 
830 Mayne, Peter- JOURNEY TO THs rA'HANS- from 2/17 to 3/3. (Doubleday) 

13 Mann, Peggy- A ROOM IN PARIS- from 2/24 to 3/3. (Doubleday) 

13 White, Helen C.- THIS IS THE LIFE- from 2/24 to 3/17. (Doubleday) 

15 Dutourd, Jean- THE BEST BUTTER- from 2/% to 3/15. (Simon & Schuster) 

29 Considine, Bob- MAN AGAINST FIRE- from 3/3 to 2/24. (Doubleday) 

54 Bennett, Margot- THE LONG WAY BACK- from 2/26 to 2/28. Price from $3.00 to $3.50. 

(Coward -McCann ) 

56 West, Rebecca- A TRAIN OF POWDER- from 3/24 to 3/18. (Viking) 

59 Roberts, W.A.- JAMAICA- from 3/14 to 3/21. Price from $4.00 to $5.00. (Coward -McCann) 

62 Hoffman, Frederick J.- THE TWENTIES- from 3/18 to 3/24. (Viking) 

63 MacDonald, Betty- ONIONS IN THE STEW- from 3/23 to 7/27. (Lippincott) 

69(R)Wolf, William J.- MAN'S KNOWLEDGE OF GOD- from 2/7 to 3/3. (Doubleday) 

92 Ruark, Robert C.- SOMETHING OF VALUE- from 3/28 to 4/20. May Book of the Month Club 

selection. (Doubleday) 

95 Baker, Gladys- OUR HEARTS ARE RESTLESS- from 3/18 to 3/25. (Putnam) 

97 Whitney, Phyllis A.- THE QUICKSILVER POOL- definite date 3/11. (Appleton-Century ) 
100 Bonner, Paul H.- EXCELSIOR- from 4/? to 6/?. July Literary Guild selection. (Scribner ) 
106 Lindbergh, A.M.- GIFT FROM THE SEA- should end- "This might be a today's 

A Room of One's Own." (Pantheon) 
115 Barth, Alan- GOVERNMENT BY INVESTIGATION- from 3/28 to 4/1 (Viking) 
115 Muldoon, Guy- LEOPARDS IN THE NIGHT- definite date 3/18. (Appleton-Century-Crofts ) 
120 Waltari, Mika- A NAIL MERCHANT AT NIGHTFALL- from 4/8 to 4/25. Price from 
$3.50 to $3.00. (Putnam) a 


ALSO PLEASE NOTE 


In March, we plan to have another HOW TO DO IT BOOKS supplement by Robert Kingery. 
Following the last one, we had some requests for extra copies. This is expensive 

if it imvolves a separate run, but if we have your order in advance, we will be glad 
to provide additional copies at cost to us. 
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Virginia Bitkus’ Service a 317 West 4th Street 


Vol. XXIII February 15, 1955 No. 4 


RELIGIOUS BOOK SUPPLEMENT: Pre-Lenten 
Edited by Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth D. Miller 


Barr, Gladys H. Abingdon 
CROSS, SWORD AND ARROW $3.00 


This novel is set in the 13th century and takes the form of a “chronicle of 
Bertran De Born Jr., being a contemporary narrative of the Crusades of which he was a 
part, more especially the Crusade of the Children in the year 1212", Mrs, Barr has 
gone to great pains to absorb the historical background of this story. She followed 
the route the characters in her novel took and has done a great deal of research on 
the Crusades, especially the Children's Crusade. As a result, she is able to recreate 
the atmosphere of that far-distant time and make her characters live. ‘The supersti- 
tion, barbarism and cruelty of the age are by no means minimized, but through the 
book there shines out the naive but powerful faith of those French children who set 
out to rescue the tomb of Christ from the Saracens with no weapon but the Cross. A 
well-told tale, by no means “goody-goody", which will be enjoyed by many Christians. 


(2/14. LC: 55-5559) 


Hartt, Julian N. Abir.gdon 
. TOWARD A THEOLOGY OF EVANGELISM $2.00 


In many Protestant Churches the enthusiasm for winning converts to the Chris- 
tian faith at home and abroad seems to be waning. There is no such burning zeal for 
this cause as was the case in a day when most Christians were under the conviction 
that the heathen would go to hell unless the Gospel were preached to them, or in the 
later day when they were rallied to a crusade "to evangelize the world in this genera- 
tion". This book is a timely effort to think through the Great Commission of Jesus 
in the light of our basic beliefs. Accordingly the author re-examines our beliefs 
about God, Jesus Christ, the Church, Man and the World as far as they have a bearing 
upon the evangelistic mission of the Church. He shows how all of our basic beliefs 
have implicit in them the compulsion to share our faith with others and even provide 
guiding principles for the work of evangelism. An important book not only for mission- 
aries and evangelists but for all zealous Protestant Church members. (2/14,LC:55-5396) 


Macartney, Clarence E, : Abingdon 
THE WOMAN OF TEKOAH $2.50 


And Other Sermons on Bible Characters 


The veteran pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh has long 
made it a practice to write and preach sermons on the characters of the Bible. Several 
books of such biographical sermons have previously been published. Dr. Macartney 
maintains that "there is not a doctrine of the Christian faith, not a duty of the 
Christian believer, not a temptation which assails the soul which cannot be illus- 
trated by some Bible character." In the present collection Dr. Macartney deals with 
twelve lesser known Biblical characters, in a dramatic and imaginative fashion, always 
pointing to the moral the tale has for modern Christians. The story of The Woman of Tekoah 
is made the vehicle for a sermon on "How God brings home his own." Macartney picks out 
five drunkards told about in the Bible and has each of them preach a sermon on what 
alcohol does to the soul of man. He has another sermon on "Seven Who Said No" (How to 
refuse evil.) The seven are Joseph, Daniel, his three friends, Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, Vashti and Jesus. This book opens up to preachers undiscovered homilectical 
values in the Bible. Dr. Macartney is a conservative in theology and in his conception 
of what is most vital in the Christian faith. But he know how to preach. (2/14. LC:55-5397) 
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Abingdon 


Sockman, Ralph W. 
THE WHOLE ARMOR OF GOD $1.00 


D.R. | These seven brief devotional messages are most appropriate for use during the 
Lenten season. In them Dr. Sockman, well known as the pastor of Christ Methodist Church 

in New York and as a preacher on the radio and television, has organized his thoughts 
about the well known words of Paul: "Therefore take the whole armor of God that you may 

be able to withstand in the evil day and- having done all- to stand." The several chapters 
indicate in Dr. Sockman's inimitable way how the Christian may protect himself from the 
worst that life can offer by taking unto himself truth, righteousness, peace, faith, and 
hope. Replete with illustrations and Dr. Sockman's characteristically trenchant phrases. 


(2/1. LC: 55-6075) 


Pollock, Robert C. | Crown 
THE MIND OF PIUS XII $3.50 


This book gives every evidence of having been hastily thrown together in anti- 
cipation of the end of the distinguished career:of His Holiness, Pius XII. The publishers 
apparently sensed that such a regrettable event would stimulate interest in the pronounce- 
ments of the Pope; and hence this anthology of his spoken and written messages revealing 
the universality of the mind of the Holy Father. The book contains snatches of the Pope's 
writings grouped together topically about the following subjects: Development and Growth, 
The Complete Man, Social Questions, The Modern State, The World of Labor, Democracy, Tae 
International Community, Cultural Diversity, Peace, Science, Technology, Medicine, Psycho- 
therapy, Modern Education, and Modern Woman. There is a brief introduction to each subject. 
Unquestionably, we have in Pope Pius XII a great world figure and his observations on life 
today are worth recording. However this sampling of the Pope's mind scarcely does him 


justice. (Feb. LCs 55-7235) = 


Pike, James A. Doubleday 
DOING THE TRUTH : $3.00 


Dean Pike of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, New York is perhaps best 
known for his handling of controversial issues from the pulpit. He is an outspoken and 
fearless champion of the truth as he sees it and generally he sees very clearly. In this 
book he appears in another role for which he is also eminently fitted. For this book is a 
summary of Christian Ethics suitable for use in the classroom or for other serious stu- 
dents of Christianity. Dean Pike is a first-rate scholar and his previous legal training 
enables him to marshal his arguments in convincing fashion. Among the topics discussed 
are “Freedom and Responsibility", "Religion and Ethics", "The Purpose of Life”, "Vocation", 
"Sin", “Justification”, "Thanksgiving", "Worship and Evangelism", "God and Caesar”, “The 
Christian and Public Questions", "Sex, Marriage and the Family", "Christian Love". Christian 
Ethics, as Dean Pike expounds it, has a strong theological foundation. (3/0, LC: 54-6482) 

2 
Merton, Thomas Harcourt, Brace 


NO MAN IS AN ISLAND $3.95 


* None of Thomas Merton's subsequent writings have had the same wide reader ap- 
peal as The Seven Storey Mountain. That was the story of a spiritual pilgrimage, vividly 
told, and intensely interesting. After Merton arrived at the safe harbor of a Trappist 
monastery the excitement and adventure of his life was ended and he writes out of the calm 
placidity of the deep waters where his soul has cast anchor. This book is not apt to be 
popular, but probably the writings of William Law or Francis deSales would not hit the 
best seller list either were they to be published today. There are meditations, devotion- » 
al reflections upon the spiritual verities as Merton views them from within a monastery. 
"Love is kept only by being given away", "Conscience, Freedom and Prayer", "Pure Intentions”, 
"Asceticism and Sacrifice", "Being and Doing”, "Inward Solitude" these are some of the 
topics dealt with. Merton has the gift of language and his observations are worthy of the 
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attention of all seeking souls. The insight he gives into the nature of the con- 
templative life and its values is one of the interesting by-products of the book. 
Merton has a reading public far beyond Catholic circles. (3/24. LC: 55-7420) 


Horton, Walter Marshall Harper 
CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY: $3.75 


An Ecumenical Approach 


* While confessedly planned as a text-book for theological students, Professor 
Horton of Oberlin has produced a book which will be of inestimable value to all think- 
ing Christians. It is written clearly and the material is arranged in a logical and 
easily followed order. By his sub-title "An Ecumenical Approach” the author express- 
es his purpose to avoid a sectarian or “one-school" presentation of theology. He 
proceeds on the assumption that the basic needs of humanity are universal and that 
the essential Christian answer to those needs is universally the same. At the same 
time he recognizes that there are unresolved differences between the main streams of 
Christian thought today; namely,- the Catholic, the conservative Protestant, the 
liberal Protestant, the radical Protestant and the Anglican. Accordingly, at the 
end of his discussion of each subject he outlines clearly and objectively what these 
differences are. The subjects treated are those covered by every comprehensive book 
on theology. The Knowledge of God, the Nature of God, God and the World, God and Man, 
Christ the Saviour, the Church and the Means of Grace, and the Christian Hope. The 
bibliography and review questions enhance the value of the book as a text-book. A 
valuable contribution to Christian thought which should be in demand for years to 
come. (3/16. LC: 54-12329) 


Weist, Carl S. : Harper 
FIRE ON A DRUMHEAD $2.00 


To ‘be able to preach to children is a special gift and not every preacher 
is possessed of it. Dr. Weist is one of a relatively small group of ministers that 
has this gift. This is the fourth volume of talks for girls and boys that he has 
published. Without talking down to the youngsters this veteran Congregational clergy- 
man, now in "retirement" in Maine, has a way of getting his point across in a way 
that teen-agers and even younger children can understand. This volume contains 60 
sermonettes. They all start with a Biblical text and they consist of exposition of 
Biblical incidents. They include much historical material and a wealth of other 
illustrations. For ministers and others who need help in talking to children. 


(3/30. LC: 55-6790) 


Douglas, Lloyd Houghton, Mifflin 
THE LIVING FAITH $4.00 


Few people realize that before he achieved fame as a novelist Lloyd Douglas 
was a preacher. This collection of his sermons will remind his readers of that fact 
and demonstrate too that he was a good preacher. Many of these sermons were delivered 
at the St. James United Church of Montreal where Dr. Douglas was pastor; others from 
his preaching in Los Angeles and other cities throughout the country. Most of them 
date back to the period immediately prior to the depression. They reflect to some 
degree the easy optimisim of those halcyon days but in them Douglas' easy style and 
interesting way of putting things are in such evidence that they are very readable 
and timely today. (3/10. LC: 55-6127) 
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P. J. Kenedy 


Brosia, D. M. 
A PLACE OF COOLNESS $3.00 
This is quite an unusual novel. As one analyzes it and describes it, it is 3 

difficult to believe that it would grip one's attention. But it does do just that - 
building up suspense as in a well constructed mystery. The story is unfolded by means 
of a series of monologues told by various people whose lives had touched Alec, a phe- 
nomenally successful writer who had suddenly mysteriously disappeared. There was Jaffa, 
his literary agent, interviewed by Harry, the writer's brother, just returned from a 
seven year's absence from the country. There was Monica the writer's girl friend and 
Tony, his dissolute companion. These three all threw some light on Alec's manner of 
life but none whatever. on his disappearance. Then comes the clue - Alec's denial of 
God at the death-bed of his friend. And at the end we find Alec in a monastery. He 
has joined the Catholic Church and sought the monastic life to atone for his dissolute 
living and his denial of God by word and by life. It sounds sugary as one describes it. 

t it is a truly gripping tale that deserves a wider reading than it is likely to get, 
particularly with a forbidding title like this. (March. LC: 55-6516) 


P. J. Kenedy 


Griffiths, Bede 
THE GOLDEN STRING $3.50 

* The title of this beautifully written book is derived from the lines by William 
Blake that start: "I give you the end of a golden string;". This is the life story of Don 
Bede Griffiths, now a Benedictine monk of Prinknash Abbey, in England. It opens with a 
mystical experience of school days which led Griffiths to becoming a sensitive nature 
worshipper - but with steadily diminishing religious faith. Then, under the influence 
of C.S. Lewis at Oxford, he launched into a wide program of reading philosophy and liter- 
ature. Disillusioned by World War I, Griffiths and two friends cut themselves off from 
the world in a "return to nature”, living in a remote cottage, entering gradually on a 2s 
regime of fasting, then Bible reading and prayer. By degrees, Griffiths became intrigued 
by the Catholic Church and finally was baptised and soon thereafter entered monastic life. 
It is as clearly written a brief for Catholicism as one is apt to find, and a cogent 
justification for monasticism in the modern world. Bede Griffiths speaks from these pages 
as a most appealing personality and even those who cannot accept his conclusions will 
agree that his arguments are forcibly put. This might get something of the market of 
The Seven Storey Mountain if the appeal spreads beyond the Catholic readers. (Imprimatur) ' 


(2/10. LC: 55-5191) 


Sharp, Rolland Hall Little, Brown 
ON WINGS OF THE WORD $4.50 


The main interest in life for the author of this travelogue is the distribution 
of the Bible. As he flies hither and yon- to the Near East, all over Europe, to Africa, 
to the Far East, to South America and up and down the United States, he observes how 
widely the Bible is distributed and read and judges life in the particular country visit- 
ed by the evidence of impact upon its life of the Word of God. One becomes more than a 
little impatient with travelers who after a superficial visit feel themselves able to 
assess an ancient and complex culture. This is particularly so when but one criterion 
is employed, even though that be as estimable and reliable a yard-stick as the Holy Bible. 


A worthy purpose unfulfilled. (3/30. LC: 55-6539) 


Bonhoeffer, Dietrich Macmillan 
TEMPTATION $1.25 @ 


Dietrich Bonhoeffer was one of the spiritual heroes of World War II. He was 
in consistent opposition to Nazism and suffered for his stand. But throughout his 
courageous battle on the political front he maintained, undisturbed, a deep religious 
faith that enabled him to keep his soul unconquered. This little book is a translation 
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from the German of a series of Bible studies conducted by Bonhoeffer in 1937 at the 
seminary of the Confessing Church. These studies. are based on the Biblical account 
of the temptations of Jesus. While one can detect the deeply spiritual emphasis of 
the author, his approach to the problem is so European that it is difficult to con- 
ceive of many Americans following his exposition and profiting from it. (Feb. ) 


O'Brien, John Macmillan 
YOU TOO CAN WIN SOULS $3.50 


This book is a part of the attempt of the Roman Catholic church to win con- 
verts for its faith. At the beginning the results of a survey made by the Catholic 
Digest are set forth. This survey shows that 72% of the Catholic laity have never 
tried to win a convert; that Protestants as a group are twice as zealous as Catho- 
lics in seeking to win converts and twice as effective. Steps are being taken to 
remedy this situation by enlisting Catholic laymen and lay women in the task of 
evangelism. This book is one such step. By way of concrete examples of success- 
ful soul-winning the author shows what techniques produce the best results. "Set 
a good example”, "Bring others to church services", “Answer questions", "Explain 
your faith", "Show kindness to individuals", "Distribute pamphlets", "Make the all 
important contact between the prospect and a priest". ‘These are the’ very practical 
directives given and illustrated by incidents related by’ successful soul-winners. 
Designed for the Catholic laity. (3/22) 


Thomas, Mother Catherine | ~ McGraw-Hill 
MY BELOVED: The Story of a ‘Core Lite Nun ' $34550 


How one girl came to join one of the strictest of the monastic orders and 
what life is like in a monastery is the theme of this book. The story is well told 
and holds the interest, for it dispels the air of mystezy that many people associate 
with the life of a nun and tells of the day-by-day life they lead in a most revealing 
fashion. One often wonders what lies back of those habited figures one encounters. 
What do they think about? What do they do? Certainly for Carmelites life is austere 
indeed: a straw mattress on boards for a bed; no meat; no pictures on the walls; 
silence except at stated times. But one can detect from this personal narrative 
what deep satisfactions are open to those Who have taken orders. This is a human 
interest story of real merit and non-Catholics as well as the author's co-religion- 
ists will enjoy reading it. (3/23. LC: 55-6175) 


Niebuhr, Reinhold Scribner of 
THE SELF AND THE DRAMAS OF HISTORY $3.75 


** This is Niebuhr's greatest book, and its influence upon Christian thought 
will be far-reaching. Beyond that, it would have a potent effect upon the political 
and international issues of our day if his philosophical approach to them were under- 
stood and adopted by those who are dealing with such issues at first-hand. This is 
the clearest exposition of his thinking that Niebuhr has given us. It is not always 
easy reading of course, but the terminology used will be more readily understood by 
the ordinary reader than that of some of his earlier books, and he drives home his 
points with effective illustrations. Brilliant thinking is in many places couched 
in breathtaking and inspiring language. Niebuhr ~« devised new categories in 
describing his favorite doctrine of man. The whole role of man is described as 
consisting of "the dialogues of the self with itself, with others and with God.” 

In his analysis of human nature, which occupies a good part of the book, Niebuhr 
adopts a much less pessimistic outlook than in some of his earlier books. Man is 
still obsessed by sin (self-regard, pride) but he has much to say of the unique 
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power of man, just as he balances the mercy of God over against the judgment of God. 
Niebuhr is concerned to establish the validity of the Hebraic Christian faith as over 
ageinst the Greek traditions which he sees persisting through the ages via the Renais- 
sance, modern rationalism and present day secularism. He rejects the materialistic 
collectivist faiths of our day as well as the answer of mysticism. In the last part 
of the book he outlines in vivid fashion how the Hebraic- Christian faith would lead 
men to view history, and the economic, social, political and international problems of 
our day. To him all neatly packaged interpretations of history or of current problems 
are suspect and he calls for a patient, ad-hoc but believing approach to the past and 
the present. The most-significant book to come from the pen of one often ‘spoken of as 
America's most brilliant thinker. Seiko dud 55-7197) 


Tillich, Paul LY Scribner 
THE NEW BEING $2.75 


* Paul Tillich has become a name to conjure with in Protestant circles. He is 
rightly regarded as one of our most eminent philosophers and theologians. It is safe 
to say, however, that this his latest book.will have more readers than his previously 
published scholarly works, and that. more of the readers will understand what he is 
trying to say. For this is a volume of sermons and one is sure that they were preached 
to actual congregations of Christians most: of whom know all too little of philosophy 
or theology. But they do recognize a straight-forward and penetrating presentation 
of the Christian Gospel and this they have in this book. Tillich is concerned in this 
series to spell out what it means to be "a new creature in Christ." The first part of 
the book consists of sermons on the general theme: "The New Being is Love", the second, 
on the theme: "The New Being is’ Freedom". It is interesting to see how Tillich's in- 
sights into the philosophical, psychological and sociological impl cations »f Christian- 
ity are embodied in sermons. for the ordinary man in the pew. Off. Le: 55-7198) 

/2 


Fanfani, Amintore oy  ehieed we Mend 
‘ CATHOLICISM, PROTESTANTISM ‘AND CAPTTALISM sd! $3.00 


As the author. of this book is the leader of Italy's Christian Democratic 
party and at one time served as Premier of Italy a book from his pen deserves notice, 
even though this was written as a doctrinal thesis twenty years ago. When Fanfani 
writes of Capitalism he is referring not only to an economic system but to "the capital- 
istic spirit". By this latter term he means the use of economic instruments and pro- 
cesses to achieve economic ends without any reference to moral sanctions or ethical 
ideals. Thus defined it is relatively easy to demonstrate that "capitalism” and "“Cath- 
olicism" are completely incompatible and inevitably hostile to one another. It is not 
so easy to prove satisfactorily that Protestantism encouraged this ruthless amoral 
"Capitalistic Spirit" and yet this is Fanfani's thesis. At the conclusion the author 
is at considerable pains to explain why it is that countries of north-western Europe, 
predominately Protestant, have been so much more prosperous than the countries in the 
South,- Italy and Spain, for instance, which are predominantly Catholic. His explana- 
tion is that the dominant element in Mediterranean Europe are “dolichocephalic indi- 
viduals" while the "ruling classes" in southern and western Europe are composed of 
"Brachycephalic individuals," One imagines that Fanfani would write differently today. 
Certainly Pope Pius XII and Cardinal Spellman seem to get along fairly well under 
"Capitalism". If this book gets any attention, it is apt to stir up a controversy, 
for his appraisal of the respective roles of Capitalism, Catholicism and Protestantism 
is open to question. But the appeal seems limited. (Publ.) 7 
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Houselander, Caryll Sheed & Ward 
THE WAY OF THE CROSS $2.75 


D.R. This is a devotional book for Catholic readers dealing with the fourteen 
stations of the Cross and their meaning for worshippers. The fourteen stations are: 
“Jesus is Condemned to Death", "Jesus Receives His Cross", "Jesus Falls the First 
Time", "Jesus Meets His Mother", "Simon Helps Jesus to Carry the Cross", "Veronica 
Wipes The Face of Jesus", "Jesus Falls the Second Time", "Jesus Speaks to the Women 
of Jerusalem", "Jesus Falls the Third Time", "Jesus is Stripped of His Garments”, 
"Jesus is Nailed to the Cross", "Jesus Dies on the Cross", "Jesus is Laid in the 
Tomb". The author, the late Caryll Houselander, an English woman, has given a 
sensitive and meaningful interpretation of each station. For Catholic readers. 


(2/23. LC: 55-7479) 


Knox, Ronald Sheed & Ward 
RETREAT FOR LAY PEOPLE $3.00 


D.R. * Mgr. Knox is one of the most delightfully inspiring of modern-day Catholic 
writers. He always gives the reader something to think about and has tht gift of 
expressing his ideas in such a way that the reader does think about them. The 
present volume is designed for the use of the laity of the Church in connection 
with a Spiritual Retreat. It consists of selections from the many messages he has 
given on similar occasions over the years, yet arranged in some semblance of order. 
The first eight meditations deal with the foundations of the Christian faith; the 
next group with episodes from the life of Christ; and the final eight are planned 
to meet practical, everyday needs. While designed for Catholics, Ronald Knox is 
so broad and deep in his interpretation of the faith that non-Catholic readers too 
will find this book inspiring. (2/9. IC: 55-7477) 


Trese, Leo J. Sheed & Ward 
TENDERS OF THE FLOCK $2.50 


Written by a Catholic priest for his fellow priests, this is a book which, 
on the one hand, holds up the highest ideals for the priesthood, and on the other, 
deals with the multitudinous practical problems which a priest confronts in his day- 
to-day ministry. The chapter headings give some indication of the qualities of 
character and of life which Father Trese feels are demanded. A priest should be 
happy, prayerful, perservering, sacrificing, resolute, generous, repentant, prudent, 
brotherly, unsecular, Catholic, alert, perspiring, Marian and ardent. Quite an 
order- but a book such as this, read and inwardly digested, will help any priest 
to live up to the high ideals of his office. The author is presently the chaplain 
of Vista Maria School in Detroit. (2/23. LC: 55-7480) 


Hunter, Archibald M. Westminster 
INTERPRETING PAUL'S GOSPEL $2.50 


There was a time when many theologians were saying that Paul had “corrupted 
the simple Gospel of Jesus" and “substituted the religion of Christ for the religion 
of Jesus". Few theologians would hold to that position today. On the contrary, 
they are found exalting the teachings of Paul - the centrality of the Cross and the 
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Ressurection and the Sinful nature of man, sometimes at the risk of forgetting what 
manner of Man it was that was crucified and rose again. In these Sprunt Lectures 

For 1954 Professor Hunter shows himself to be a scholar of the front rank and one 
whose theological orientation is in the line of the Barth-Brunner-Niebuhr way of 
thinking. The book is divided into two parts:- I- An Exposition of the Gospel ac- 
cording to St. Paul and II- The Gospel according to St. Paul for today. In the second 
part the author contends that Paul's teaching regarding "The Fall" "The Wrath of God" 
"Original Sin" are applicable today. He also stresses Paul's teaching regarding the 
Cross, the Resurrection, the Church and the Second Coming. It is rather an austere 
conception of Christianity Hunter gives us, but he makes a good ease for such an in- 
terpretation of Paul's teaching and for the need of just such a message today. Pri- 
marily of interest to theologians and New Testament scholars, although preachers will 
discover valuable emphases in the book. (3/14. LC: 55- 5023) 


Soper, David Wesley Westminster 
MEN WHO SHAPE BELIEF - Vol. II $3.50 


* In Volume I of Men Who Shape Belief Soper dealt extensively with six of 
America's leading theologians. In this volume he expounds the contribution of eleven 
other American theologians. Together the two volumes constitute a mich needed inter- 
pretation of the main currents of American theology. As theology has come again into 
its own, many are the voices heard in the land often expressing differing and even 
contradictory points of view. An interpretation of the point of view of the leaders 
among them is greatly needed. And this interpretation is well done. It is clear, 
fair and objective. The theologians dealt with here are James Luther Adams, a Unitar- 
ian; Douglas V. Steere, a Quaker; John A. Mackay, a Presbyterian; Walter M. Horton, 
John C. Bernult and Wilhelm Pauck, Congregationalists; Harris F. Hall, a Methodist; 

W. Norman Pittenger, an Episcopalian; Louis Berkhof, of the Christian Reformed Church; 
Henry N. Wieman, a Unitarian,and Edgar S. Brightman, a Methodist. The theological 
positions of the eleven are as varied as their denominational connections. There 

is a radical liberal and a fundamentalist, a mystic and a social reformer, an ex- 
istenialist, a High Churchman and a Low. Everyone interested in keeping abreast of 
the fast-moving currents of Protestant thought in this country should have this book 


and its companion volume. (3/14) 


Wyckoff, D. Campbell Westminster 
THE TASK OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION $2.75 


* There has been a great deal written on the subject of Christian education, 
but this is the most thorough and up-to-date book on the subject to appear. Professor 
Wyckoff states in his preface that he had two purposes in mind in this book. "The first 
is to try to clear up some of the confusion that exists today in Christian educational 
theory and practice. The second is to provide a guide for Christian educators in get- 
ting acquainted with their task and carrying on." He writes for Protestant Church 
school teachers, superintendents, directors of Christian education, ministers and 
others concerned with the problem or involved in the task. The first section of the 
book deals with the status of Christian education, outlining the re-appraisals that 
have taken place in recent years and their results. The author then plunges into a 
consideration of the objectives and methods under the heading, "The Life in Christ”. 
Here he deals with the use of the Bible and the place of the Church in the educational 
process. In the section "The Transformation of Personality" the psychology of religious 
experience is brought to bear on the subject. Finally, Wyckoff treats of the practical 
concerns of curriculum, methods and techniques. A good basic book for Christian educa- 
tion of the liberal Protestant school. (3/1. LC: 55-5074) 
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